
































218 C. JI. lliapaI<os 

different. Therefore, the ancient symbol involves a number of interrelated 
categories, such as fate, intuition or conjecture, inspiration, and prediction . 
Christian symbolism is based on the idea of redemption and moral innocencs, 

Methodologically, the article is based on the cultural and historica1· 
approach, as well as the comparative academic tradition. 

The overview of Dostoevskis pre-materials for The Possessed (Demons) 
enables us to suggest the use of Christian symbolism in this novel. Hence, the 
objective of the study is to investigate a composition of images and symbols 
in this piece of writing, with the special focus on the image of a chronicler 
since the storyline of the novel is developed through his perception. ' 

We make a supposition thatthere are several levels of the Gospel perception 
in the artistic vision or consciousness of the chronicler, which form the basis 
of the symbolical composition of the novel. 

The article sequentially examines the examples of Christian symbolism, 
including the connection of ideas, characterizations and storylines of the 
novel with the Gospel. Then it gives evidence and reasons for the thesis that 
the Gospel gives the characters of the novel the grounds for shaping their 
destiny. 

Keywords: Gospel text, symbol, poetics, thematic and lexical parallelism, 
spiritual laws. 
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